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Before God can accept our help for His work, He wants our heart,

Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words and
honor Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their
reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote.”

Isaiah 30:15, 18 For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said: “In repentance
and rest you shall be saved, in quietness and trust is your strength. ” But you were not
willing.” 18 Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on
high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are those

who long for Him.

Matthew 15:8-9 THIS PEOPLE HONORES ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR
HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME,
TEACHING AS THEIR DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.

Before God can accept from our reserves, He wants our relationships to
be right.

Matthew 5:23-24 “If therefore you are presenting your offering at the alter, and there
remember that your brother has something against you (because of something you did or didn’t do),
leave your offering there before the alter, and go your way, first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and present your offering.”

Before God can bless a church’s support of His mission, He wants that
church to be separated unto Himself, Put another wayv,

God wants Holiness,

and, to be holy, it’s God’s will for us to feel bad, at times!
2 Corinthians 7:6-16
A

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians (in chapter 6 and 7) he focuses at the beginning of
chapter 6 on the hurdles over which he has run in order to'minister to the Corinthian
believers. He moves on to plead with them to be as open to him as he has been to them
(vs. 11 & 12). He continues his plea, directing them to disconnect themselves from
relationships with unbelievers that are ill-matched arrangements and to unite their hearts
with his heart as it is united to Christ’s.
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necessity to draw lines between man-made/man-held ideologies, teachings/doctrines,
viewpoints and practices when they differ from the Lord’s.

A. The Principal of Separation

Vs. 14-16a

Vs. 16b

Vs. 17a

Vs. 17b

There is no common ground between uncommeon entities

Where is the camaraderie between righteousness and unrighteousness?

Where is there communion between light and darkness?

What concord (agreement) is there between Christ and Belial?
What connection exists between a believer and an unbeliever?
What common ground exists between idolatry and the temple?

The clear answer... there is none!

There is not room in us (Ged’s temple-I Cor.6:19-20) te centain both the

Holy Spirit and any other incompatible spirit.

We are God’s temple
He resides in us
He walks in us
He is our God
‘We are His possession

There is a specific command demanding action by believers and
specific responses from God if His commands are cbeyed

Commands
Exit the relationships
Exist separate from the relationships
Exempt yourself from any connection with relationships of
uncleanness

e=7F . b
Commensupate response from God

We are accepted by Hiln
We are adopted by Him
e
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In Chapter 7, Paul, appealing to the Corinthians on the basis of the promises in 6:17b,
he appeals for the people to take intentional steps.

Vs. 1
Clean up the contaminating influences/practices, both in/on/around
“the flesh”
“spirit”

Consecrate (y) ourselves to holy living motivated by our reverence for God

i.e. “perfecting holiness in the fear of God”

Recall the issue in the 5™ chapter (the man and woman practicing incest) which, at the time, was
accepted by the church (at least it had not been confronted at that point) was the immoral
relationship between a man and what most consider to be his step-mother.

it was time for the Christian Corinthians to feel bad about their sin! It was time for
them to be confronted because they were ruining the name of Christ, setting a horrible
example for other believers, new believers, their children and they were weakening
themselves. There was even reason to suspect that those nonchalantly overlooking this
heinous sin were not even Christians.

Sin not confronted in our own lives has the same effect. If we are Christians we will feel

bad about sin in us and others. There will be a response to the sensitivities toward sin the
Holy Spirit brings into our lives when He enters at salvation. Prolonged insensitivity may
be a sign of no Holy Spirit presence- or, in other words, no salvation exists.

(In verses 2-7 Paul reviews his own personal feelings and circumstances that had been impacted by his relationship
with this church. Starting in verse 8 he focuses in on what can be considered a common process active in our
relationship with Christ and the God-ordained outcomes that emerge when their relationships are right.)

Vs. 8 The confrontation’s effect
“For though I made you Sorry (.c.cavsed you geicty With a letter, I do not repent (vegretit
now), though I did repent (regretted it at the momeny): for I perceive that the same epistle
hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season (short period of time) .
The initial letter caused emotional painfind grief
Paul felt bad, at first, that they felt bad, however, - %
Paul didn’t regret that they felt bad because it or}ly/ lasted a short time

Vs. 9 Paul doesn’t gloat in his letter about having a sobering, painful effect on
them

“Now I'rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance (*sce next paragraphy. for ye were made sorry afier a godly manner
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in nothing.

Paul glories that the letter initiated repentance on their part

*(“repentance” a pricking; irritation; a poignant grief or remorse proceeding
from consciousness of guilt; the pain of sorrow or regret for having offended God and
incurred His wrath; the sting of conscience for having viclated our moral duty)

Paul’s glee is in the (“godly manner”) will of God being implemented

Paul is glad he wasn’t the cause of their response, but it was because they
responded to God -and that made him glad

When it’s God’s intervention (confronting sin in us) that is responded to...
Vs. 10a

“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:

It’s initially painful (“sorrow” —painful, full of remorse, grief, heaviness of soul)
It’s “godly” (in the will of God, allowed by God, dirceted by God, required by God)
It leads to salvation (safety, deliverance, rescues)

2 &

Salvation, as in being “saved” — “born-again” “converted,
Acts 4:12 “Neither is their salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved.”

Salvation, as in being “sanctified” (holy, separated from sin unto God)
1 Thess. 4:3 “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication;

It leaves no regrets afterward

When it’s the “sorrow of the world” it...
Vs. 10b
“...but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”

Is basically “regret” {over being caught, having to suffer consequences, being
inconvenienced, losing'what waSTrying to be gained, ctc.)

i
It breeds “death” (the only fruit it bears isg deadly ending, resulting in being scparated from

God-forever) g o
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Vs. 11 When it’s God’s interventien (Godly sorrow) that is respended to, it results in...

“For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what. ..
{i.e. look what has been produced in you through this process)

Carefulness it brought about in you...
Dispatch, eagerness, earnestness, haste (not indifferent anymore)
(i.e. see how important it has become to you to keep straight on these
matters)

Clearing of yourselves

Plea, apology, clearing of self [1 Peter 3:15a- “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts:]

(i.e. you have cleared-up any misconceptions as to any complicity ir this

matter on your part)

Indignation
To be indignant (anger mixed with disgust or abhorrence)

(i.e. the sin became to you what it is to God, and you adepted His
attitude toward it)

Fear

Phobia, alarm or fright, terror
{i.e. you have become alarmed by the sin and the desensitizing
nature it had when you formerly treated it lightly)

Vehement desire
Longing for
(i.e. you now intensely seek to think and act in agreement with the
Lord in these matters)

Zeal
Heart, ardor/favorable zeal ; jealousy/unfavorable zeal
(i.e. you want justice to be applied to all concerned)
Revenge
g o Retribution; punishment (better-the meting out of justice to all partics)

(i.e. you are even ready to apply the appropriate discipline)

In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”
7 Innocence demonstrated

(i.e. The foregoing responses created in their heart by the Holy

Spirit, is proof of their rightecus standing before God)

Vs. 12-13 Paul’s reason for the letter is summed up in these verses.

It wasn’t written on behalf of the one offended (y the bad
behavior of the sinner-the one committing incest)

44
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It was primarily written so that you could see yourselves as you
really are — intentionally and zealously pursuing godliness.

That has encouraged us (Paul and other ministers)
That should be an encouragement to you; understanding that
confronting isn’t for the purpose of solely pointing out your errors

but to evaluate your conduct, weigh it by God’s standards, adjust,
and see the godly changes in yourselves as a result.

D_A practical outcome of separated thinking and living is observable

Believers that are living holy unto God are now eligible for His blessing to generously
support His work among many people.

I Corinthians 9:1-15

Zeal for giving is generated

1 For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the saints;

2 for I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the Macedonians,
namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred
up most of them.

Accountability to commitment is carefully guarded

3 But I have sent the brethren, that our boasting about you may not be made
empty in this case, that, as I was saying you may be prepared;

¢ lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to
speak of you) should be put to shame by this confidence.

5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you
and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, that the same
might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness.

Receiving can be measured by giving
6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he wko
sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. ==

i3

Giving is intentional, motivated by an attitude of glee and :

geniality
7 Let each one do just as he has pmposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under

compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

/ =
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heart’s desire to give

8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;

9 as it is written, HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS
RIGHTEOUSNESS ABIDES FOREVER.”

10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;

11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality,

Generous giving produces gratitude

which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.

12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the
saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.

Generous giving produces glory to God

13 Because of the proof given by this ministry they will glorify God for your
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your
contribution to them and to all.

Generous giving exemplifies God’s grace
14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the
surpassing grace of God in you.

Generous giving points to God’s gift — the giving Christ
15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!





