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A glimmer of light shines in Egypt. It’s not pretty

and it. smells worse, but it's hope.\lt's a sign of .
God at work. In the middle of a city dump, which

more than 3,000 people call home, God is raising

a church.

Leading the vision to build this garbage city 53
church is a 31-year-old man who moved to the
_community as a teenager. “l have a strong sense
for what it is'like here, since | have lived here
myself,” says Joseph*. “So God put in my heart
to build a chidrch here. That has been .my drearﬁ s

Joseph’s church'is but one of many- in a country
with a rich history of Baptist ministry. “Southern
Baptists were very influential through the Coop-
erative Program and Lottie Moon,” says Ron
Robinson*, who served in Egypt for 29 years and
wrtnessed the beginning of Baptist work. “When -
we ﬁrst'went [to Egypt], the work was evangellsm

Grace™ shakes her head Feathered earrlngs
dance, framing her face with motion and color.
She is a member of one of the* |nd|genous tribes
of South America and is talklng about the future =
of her people.

There are outsiders who would keep thern in -
something of a museum—as living history; she
says—stuck in a time that has not been a reality for
several generations. It's not what she wants. Yet
the ide.ntity of her people in the global community

. is not an easy issue. “A lot of our people don’'t
even know our (culture),” she says “They say they
do, but they hide behind it.”

. She wants her people to move ahead—to:. “win.”
She wants them to take advantage of all that is
‘going on about them while retaining the best of
their culture. That means having to change.

Grace and her tribe are among 3,400 unengaged,
hnreached peoples across theworld. Nearly 400
= in South America, Isolated by language.
ulture, hlstory, and—ln some ca‘ses——geography,

Before he found Christ, Bishwa Karmacharya was
destined to become the temple priest, making
sacrifices on behalf of others. Instead, the Nepal-
ese church planter grew up to tell others about
Jesus” sacrifice.

Karmacharya is Brahmin, the priestly and highest
caste in Hinduism, the religion followed by most -
Nepalese. It's typically unthinkable for Brahmins

. and high-caste Hindus to associate with lower—_
caste Hindus.

sBut Chrift has no caste, says Karmacharya. who
was trained in church planting by IMB worker Carl-
Russell*. Russell watched God develop in Karm-
acharya a gift for sharing the gospel and church
planting. Now he and his wife, Ramila, plant
churches among all castes and peoples in Nepal.

Hus\radlcal obedience has permeated a growing
generation of Nepalese pastors who, like Karm-
acharya have chosen the road less taken, braving”
“threats/and bombs to see Christ's name glorified

in the Himalayas. =

+ We don’t pray for orie more ‘church_~

* The work has had a vital |rnpact on’
Egyptlan churches who are answering the cal
reach their own people. - -

~.Especially with the’ unrest:in the reglon, South
‘ern Baptists need to stay focused on how God
“tis working in Egypt, says Ron. “He sent His Son
to die for these people, and we cannot lose the |
eternal big picture. [We] have to stay on track.”
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Pray for Joseph and other leaders who are
carrying out the v:sion to BE His heart,
His hands, His voice.

Pray that Southern Baptists will act now
with generosity and obed 1ice while the

3,000 people Most will never have a mission-
ary assigned to them. Yet the church is called
to take the gospel to all peoples. =

Gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
allow IMB personnel to'identify and under-
stand these often forgotten people, offering
Southern Baptist churches committed to

' embracing unengaged,“unreached peoples a .
basis for beginning their work among them.

Pray that Grace’s people truly will “win” and
have the opportunity to hear about their Savior.

Pray that your church will be one to embrace a
people group that might not otherwise hear the
gospel. (Learn how at callZembrace.org

acharya says. “We pray for one" more.
church ™ This means having local,
leadership. That's why the Karmacharyas regu-
larly pile into their car and drive down roads ¢
- bug the hips of mountains to train these leade

-Many Nepalese would call Karmacharya a radical
.because he’s chosen obedience to Christ over-
caste, culture, family, and Hinduism. He sees
himself as only obedient.,
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Pray for healthy churches and other godly leaders

to be raised up in the Himalayas; pray for safety
for the Karmacharyas.

Pray that the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

goal will be met so more obedient workers like
Carl Russell can disciple and

train national leaders.



IMB workers Nik and Ruth Ripken* have served
in some of the toughest Muslim areas of Africa.
They've khown believers who have been mar-
tyred for Christ. They’'ve interviewed hundreds of
other persecuted Christians in more than 70
countries.

After all that they ve learned something about
persecution: “The most persecuted person is. a
lost person who has no access to Jesus,” Nik
says. “Satan wants to keep people from hearing
about Jesus \if he ¢an’t do that, he wants to shut
you up, to snlence your WItness

Most American Chrlstlans fall into that second
category. They experience no persecution
because they tell no one about Jesus. Yet
persecutlon of Jesus” true followers has been

. normal from New Testament times to our day..
The primary cause? People coming to know

; Jesus. The key is how to make persecution count

uwﬁf_gr God’s glory as the early Chrustl‘ans dnd 3

BELI EVERS

% in persecut:on 3
Everywhere the Ripkens go in’ the world, they 7
meet Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and others X5
hungry to know about God. “Every time we send:

a missionary through the Lottie Moon Christmas «
Offering, yve’'re saying, ‘We will not stop until
every man, woman, boy, and girl on earth has

access to Jesus,’” Nik says. “Being His heart,; His
hands, and His voice means we’'re representing
I

Jesus among all the nations.” i

Pray for boldness for believers in persecution
as they proclaim Christ.

Pray that the worst persecution—no access
to Christ—will end in cur generation as
missionaries take the gospel to all peoples.

pyEsph s e ey - = - ” —————— m-»m-gv-nrtqa,

X
When Ibrahim’s wife died, the comrunity refused:
to bury her. She was a Christian and, like lbrahim’
and other behevers, faced daily persecution from
Muslim neighbors. “We’ll treatyour wife like we
would a dog or a donkey—she’s just an animal that
should rot,” they told Ibrahim.

_ The Songhai people are prlmar||y Musllm but have
many beliefs rooted in animism. IMB missionaries
and volunteers share the gospel with villagers and
_dcscaple the few Songhai who have placed their
faith in Yesus. Despite the persecution, missjohar-
ies have witnessed great zeal and dedlcatlon in the
Songhai church.

Determined to bury his wife, Ibrahim began

.35 digging her grave as Muslim villagers yelled insults
at himm. When his Christian brothers heard what he
was doing, they came immediately to help. That
day was a turning point for the Songhai believers.
Dne of Ibrahim’s close friends, .Boubacar, said he
greatly admired Ibrahim’s loyalty to Christ that day.
_3!,,' at day, the bellever showed trne inspiring
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It’s a brutal place to live, let alone \practice
medicine. But that hasn’t stopped Doug Page™
from being Christ’s hands and feet in a rugged,
remote corner of Central Asia. Together with his
wife, Alice™, the Southern Baptist doctor is
sharing Christ’s love in a place with only a handful
of known believers.

Obedience hasn’t come without §acri¥ice. The
Pages live in a mud home with unreliable electric-
ity. Winters are especially harsh, with tempera- -
tures dropping to minus 40—cold enough to coat .
the walls inside their house with ice. The public
hospital where Doug- volunteers is dirty and
poorly equipped. He regularly treats patients for

. diseases rarely encountered .in the United States,
like ,typh0|d fever, tuberculosis, and’ dysentery.

'Doug has amputated limbs from landmine
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‘power of a true family of Christ.

The Songhai church is small but full of dedicat- =
ed menibers who cling to the gospel. Thank you
for being faithful to send workers through the

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering—workers who
d|SC|pIe leaders like |brah|m and Boubacar.

«

opportunities to share
his faith. But open = e
cultural and political animosity toward the—gospe
also means those who share Jesus Christ do so a
great personal risk, lncludlng prison, kldnapplng
. torture—even death. - - %

But the cguple’s greatest fear isn’t personal
safety. It’s that their time in Central Asia won’t._
count for something eternal. “We want to be .
faithful ... knowing that we did our-best, that we
didn‘t hold anything back,” Doug says. “Every- =
thing is on the table.” ‘ =

Pray the Lord will work miracles and hearts will
soften toward the gospel.
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Aﬂyoung, un‘oehevmg Lottle Moon told classmates
" her middle initial stood for “Devi." She pufled::** :
| pranks missed chapel, and scoﬁed at religion;s. "
: Eventually, her questioning nature led hetto ~

~ There, Lottie experienced lsolatlon and Joneliness.
She had a chance to marry and return home. Her.
reﬁponse "God had first claim on my life, and since
the two cortflicted, there could be no ‘question .
b/ ,about the result.” Lottie persisted through war and
 faming; the Chlnese needed to know her Lord.
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,Shelwrote home "Please say to ‘the missionaries "
/:the” are coming to a life of hardshlp, responsnbnhty,

and constant self- denial.”
4/% /Mft

But tha dtdn t deter the thousands who've follow
b / dCLo & durmg these 100 years since her death-
il ing »JST asholdly obediently, and sacnfnually

aﬂve Such dove and burden for the people
ﬁ@hzle IS a certaln amount of trust:you have to glve

y awa toﬁodx,, says a modern-day mussuonary in
ast sia. "It's Jtard . to Iet go."ButGod gave -
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: qz / /chaose’ Christ and obey her Lord's calling to China. . "V:i |
e sbyRis young woman a clear "Ye$, thts is wheret
. Wantyouto go.”

‘Baptists' gifts to support her.

4'Lott|e said it best more than 100 years ago: “How_4

~ the prime object of their salvation was that they -

ind, ke Lotte, shesdependent on Souther
“(b’\ 4

many there are ... who imagine that because Jesus
paid it all, they need pay nothing, forgettmg that*

should follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christin ¢
bringing back a lost world to God g il
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Pray Southern Baptists will obediently and

sacrificially give and go.

Pray that each and every one of our churches
will BE His heart, His hands, His voice!




Engagmg people groups in the hard places comes wuth'.

heart Hls hands, His voice. Most of us ‘a en tthreatehed
because of our faith, but we: need to be in prayer for
those who are—not that persecution will end but that
believers in persecutnon W|l| stay courageous and bold.

lemg is also a call to obed:ence and sacrifice. The Lottie

Moon Christmas Offering® enables IMB missionaries to
live and work at the forefront of lostness and extend our
witness through their full-time ministry.

Each of us and our churches are called continually to take
the next step in our obedience so that Christ is glorified
and to ask, “What am | doing and what is my church

domg to be obedient—to BE His heart hands,; and

v0|ce, no matter the cost?” &
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Pastors brave threats anmnd bormbs imn the Himalayvas. In
Central Asia, anm IVMIB doctors greatest concernmn ism© for

safety but thhat his Mmiinistry will miake a difference for the
<ingdomm. A wvworker imn vwartorm Somalia of the "20s kneww
he d have to be Willir\g to die for Jesus and spent years-

Iearnlng why believers im persecutlon growvw unirmaginabliys
CsSTtronc in the fFaith -

Engaging people groups in the hard places cormes with
rislk and: sacrifice for all who obediently chhoose to be His
heart, His hands, His voice. Most of us aren’t threatehed
because of our faith, but we neced to be in prayer for
those wwho are—-———not that persecution will end but thhat
believers inmn persecutlon Wlll stay courageous and bold.

Siving is also a ca“ To vobedier;_ce and sacrifice. The Lottie
NMoorn Christrmas Offering®™ enables IVIB miissionaries to
live and work at the forefront of lostmness and ex<tend our
witnmness through their full-ftime Ministry.

Each of us anmnd our churches are called contimnually to Take
the mnex<t step in cour obedience so that Christ is glorified
and to ask., “"VWhat am | doing anmnd what is my <church
doing to be obedient— o [ =3 = His hearte, hanmnds, and
voice, mno Mmiatter the cost?"" " . . . S5
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